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MMy  2  Cents’* 


Mitch  Ernst 
President  /  Editor 


“  I  prefer  winter  and  fall,  when  you  feel  the  bone  structure  of  the  landscape  - 
the  loneliness  of  it,  the  dead  feeling  of  winter.  Something  waits  beneath  it, 
the  whole  story  doesn’t  show.” 

-Andrew  Wyeth 


Well,  another  year  is  upon  us.  Personally,  it  s  going  to  be  hard  to  top 
2010,  but  as  the  quote  above  reminds  us,  the  year  ahead  of  us  is  full 
of  potential,  “ something  waits  beneath  it.  the  whole  story  doesn  't 
show.  " 

In  this  issue  of  the  Journal  we  are  going  to  explore  the  world  of  Bryan 
Money.  Bryan  Money  is  the  political  exonumia  that  was  created  as 
satirical  pieces  in  honor  of,  or  should  I  say,  to  dishonor  Nebraska's 
own  William  Jennings  Bryan  and  his  call  for  free  silver  during  his 
presidential  campaigns. 

We  are  also  going  to  visit  the  holiday  happenings  of  SAC/Midwest, 
Fremont,  Lincoln  and  Omaha  Coin  Clubs.  If  you  are  not  a  member 
of  a  local  club,  or,  if  you  are  a  member  and  haven't  attended  in  a 
while,  why  not  make  2011  the  year  you  reconnect  with  the  grass 
roots  of  the  hobby  by  attending  a  club  meeting? 

We  also  have  some  shows  on  the  horizon.  Grand  Island,  Nebraska 
City  and  Lincoln  Coin  Club  all  have  shows  coming  up,  so  if  you  are 
interested  in  attending,  you  will  find  information  within  the  covers  of 
this  issue. 

Also,  here’s  a  quick  reminder.  If  your  membership  #  is  highlighted  in 
yellow  on  your  mailing  label,  your  dues  are  due  at  the  remarkable  rate 
of  only  $5  per  year  or  5  years  for  $20. 
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SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club 
Dinner 

December  7,  2010 


23  members  and  guests  were  in  attendance  for  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club’s 

annual  dinner 
held  at 
Farmer 
Brown’s 
Steakhouse  in 
Wahoo,  NE. 


Pictures  courtesy  Patrick  Milliken 


Maybe  we’ll  see  you  next  year! 
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Lincoln  Coin  Club 
Dinner 

December  9,  2010 


A  good  time  was  had  by  all  when  Lincoln  Coin  Club  held  it’s  annual  din¬ 
ner  at  Valentino’s. 


Seven  proof  Silver  Eagles  were  given  out 
as  prizes  for  the  fortunate  winners  in 
attendance  whose  names  were  drawn. 
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The  oinery 

Visit  us  in  our  NEW  LOCATION, 
still  at  the  Piedmont  Shops,  but 
now  several  shops  to  the  north. 

Since  1965. ..Coins,  paper 
money  and  bullion  bought  & 
sold. 


Mon.— Thu.,  12:30  PM  to  8  PM 
Fri.,  12:30  PM  to  4:30  PM 
489-COIN  Sat.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 

Sun.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 

489-2646  Free  appraisals,  by  appointment. 


#25  Piedmont  Shops,  1265  S  Cottier  Blvd. 
(S.  Coiner  Blvd.  at  A  Street) 
Lincoln  Nb  68510 
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The  following  is  being  reprinted  with  permission  of  The  American  Political  Items  Collectors  (AP1C)  and  the  article  s 
author  Bill  Jones  The  article  was  first  printed  in  the  Summer  2010  issue  of  The  Keynoter  the  APIC  s  official 
publication  and  edited  for  use  in  The  Journal  The  following  information  is  from  the  APIC  website 

The  American  Political  Items  Collectors  (APIC)  is  a  non-profit  membership  organization,  dedicated  to  promoting  the 
collection,  preseivation  and  study  of  materials  relating  to  political  campaigns  and  the  U  S  presidency  Founded  in 
1 945.  the  APIC  serves  a  grouing  hobby.  Our  membetship  includes  collectors  and  enthusiasts  from  all  walks  of  life 
and  evert,'  occupation  such  as  educators,  students,  archivists,  historians,  elected  officials  including  members  of  Con¬ 
gress.  political  junkies,  political  animals,  campaign  staffers,  journalists  from  print,  broadcast  and  cable,  museum 
curators  and  even  a  couple  of  past  Presidents I  The  APIC  cooperates  with  the  Smithsonian,  presidential  libraries, 
homes,  birthplaces  and  museums,  national  and  local  media  as  well  as  colleges  and  universities  to  facilitate  the  under¬ 
standing  ot  Amencan  politics  using  the  artifacts  ot  political  campaigns 

For  more  information  about  The  American  Political  Items  Collectors  ,  please  visit  their  website  www.apic.us/ 


An  Introduction  to 

Bryan  Money  By  Bill  Jones 
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On  July  9,  1896  a  36  year  old,  relatively  obscure  former  Nebraska  congressman  took  the  stage  to  give  a 
speech  at  the  Democratic  National  Convention  His  assignment  was  to  lend  support  to  the  free  silver  plank  in  the 
party  platform,  but  his  goal  was  to  win  his  party’s  presidential  nomination  After  extolling  the  virtues  of  life  in  rural 
America  and  proclaiming  that  the  free  silver  movement  could  no  longer  be  ignored,  he  closed 
with  his  most  famous  line: 

You  shall  not  press  down  upon  the  brow  of  labor  this  crown  of  thorns;  you  shall 
not  crucify  mankind  upon  a  cross  of  gold!  " 

Then  he  held  out  his  arms  and  laid  his  head  to  one  side  in  a  symbolic  recreation  of  The 
Crucifixion.  There  was  a  moment  of  silence,  followed  by  a  tumultuous  demonstration  that 
lasted  for  more  than  an  hour  The  following  day,  dark  horse  candidate  William  Jennings 
Bryan  won  the  Democratic  presidential  nomination 
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Bryan's  1896  presidential  campaign  was  based  almost  entirely  upon  one  issue,  the  unlimited  coinage  of 
silver  at  an  inflated  value  relative  to  gold  Under  Bryan's  proposal  silver  would  be  monetized  and  coined  using  the 
standard  that  16  parts  of  silver  were  equal  in  value  to  one  part  of  gold  The  problem  was  that  the  price  ratio  be¬ 
tween  the  metals  was  considerably  higher  than  that  There  was  also  so  much  silver  available  that  there  would  be 
almost  no  control  over  the  amount  of  new  currency  that  could  be  added  to  the  money  supply 

Bryan's  opponents  believed  that  his  proposal  would  result  in  massive  inflation  and  the  ultimate  breakdown  of 
the  U  S  monetary  system  At  a  time  when  the  industrialized  nations  were  on  the  gold  standard,  the  U  S  would  be 
left  with  an  inflated  currency  and  virtually  no  U  S  gold  coins  in  domestic  circulation  This  would  considerably 
hinder  the  nation's  efforts  to  become  a  world  economic  power  In  addition,  lenders  were  concerned  that  their 
loans  would  be  repaid  in  inflated  dollars  This  concept  appealed  to  the  debt  strapped  farmers  who  formed  the 
core  of  Bryan's  support 


The  unexpected  rise  of  William  Jennings  Bryan  energized  his  Republican  opposition  In  prior  presidential 
elections  "soft  money"  and  later  “free  silver"  had  been  peripheral  issues  The  Greenback  and  then  the  Populist 
Party  had  pushed  for  significant  increases  in  the  money  supply  since  the  mid  1870's  Some  congressmen  and 
senators,  mostly  from  the  western  silver  mining  states,  had  proposed  the  idea  in  Congress  But  the  Greenbacks 
and  the  Populists  had  been  third  parties  that  had  posed  no  threat  of  winning  the  presidency  Congressional 
moves  toward  the  free  coinage  of  silver  had  ended  in  compromise  legislation  Now  a  young,  dynamic  speaker 
with  a  rousing  voice  and  a  charismatic  speaking  style  had  won  the  nomination  of  the  Democratic  Party  The 
establishment  felt  threatened  and  it  had  to  respond 


Prior  to  Bryan's  nomination  the  Republican  Party  had  nominated  William  McKinley  for  President  McKinley 
had  supported  bimetallism  in  the  past,  but  now  he  was  firmly  committed  to  the  gold  standard  McKinley's  greatest 
political  weapon  was  his  campaign  manager,  Mark  Hanna  Hanna  postponed  a  planned  post  convention  vacation, 
dipped  into  his  own  financial  reserves  and  began  a  very  successful  fund-raising  campaign  from  wealthy  contribu¬ 
tors  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  McKinley  campaign  had  at  least  $7  million  at  its  disposal  for  the  1896  presi¬ 
dential  campaign  In  contrast  the  Democrats  had  no  more  than  $300  thousand,  which  came  mostly  from  silver 
mine  owners 


The  Republicans  used  their  huge  war  chest  wisely  William  McKinley  chose  not  to  compete  with  the  flam¬ 
boyant  Bryan  on  the  campaign  trail  but  conducted  a  front  porch  campaign  from  his  home  in  Canton,  Ohio  An 
estimated  750,000  pilgrims  came  to  hear  the  future  president  speak  As  Bryan  traveled  around  the  country, 
sometimes  giving  more  than  20  speeches  per  day,  Republican  speakers  followed  him  to  rebut  his  free  silver 
message 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  Republicans  and  their  supporters  issued  120  million  political  pieces  during  the 
1896  campaign  These  items  included  flyers,  leaflets,  ribbons,  mechanical  gadgets,  celluloid  buttons  and  a  series 
of  medals  and  medalets  that  are  now  called  Bryan  Money.  Tokens  and  medalets  had  been  fixtures  in  presiden- 


(Corrtinued  on  page  8) 
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(Continued  from  page  7) 

tlal  campaigns  since  Andrew  Jackson's  supporters  had  issued  them  in  1824,  but  the  output  in  1896  was  unprece¬ 
dented 

Collectors  divide  Bryan  money  into  two  broad  categories  The  satirical  pieces  are  made  of  base  metals  that 
include  aluminum,  lead,  pot  metal  and  iron  The  designs  were  quite  often  grotesque  reproductions  of  the  liberty  head 
and  eagle  that  appeared  on  the  government  issued  Morgan  silver  dollars  The  comparative  pieces  were  made  of 
coin  silver  (90%  silver,  10%  copper)  These  pieces  purported  to  show  what  the  size  and  weight  of  a  silver  dollar 
would  be  if  it  contained  a  dollar's  worth  of  silver  relative  to  gold, 

A  Sampling  of  Satirical  Bryan  Money 

Fred  Schornstein  in  his  excellent  book,  Bryan  Money,  lists  more  than  200  varieties  of  satirical  Bryan  Money  By 
far  the  most  popular  denomination  is  the  ''dollar”  although  there  are  “dimes",  "quarters"  and  a  few  five  cent  pieces 
The  quality  of  workmanship  ranged  from  excellent  to  circular  blobs  of  base  metal  with  barely  discernable  features 
The  reason  for  this  disparity  is  that  the  makers  of  these  pieces  ranged  from  jewelers  and  artists  to  blacksmiths  and 
unskilled  citizens  who  wanted  to  make  a  political  statement  Emotions  ran  high  during  the  1896  campaign,  and  these 
pieces  reflected  that 


This  example  of  a  well  executed  satirical  Bryan  Dollar.  The  piece  is  cast  in  lead,  is  89  mm  in  diameter  and  3 
mm  thick,  and  weighs  six  ounces  The  composition,  size  and  weight  ridicule  “Bryan’s  money".  The  slogan  on  the 
reverse  can  be  read  as,  “Bryan's  idea  of  coinage,  16  to  1  aber  (but)  NIT  (Not  In  Trust)"  (25  mm  =  1"  ] 


This  piece  is  unusual  because  Ms  Liberty  is  facing  right,  which  is  opposite  of  how  she  is  depicted  on  the  Mor¬ 
gan  silver  dollar  It  is  made  of  nickel-plated  cast  iron,  has  a  diameter  of  79  mm,  a  thickness  of  6  mm  and  weighs 
almost  half  a  pound  There  are  two  anti-Bryan  slogans  that  often  appeared  during  the  campaign:  "In  God  we  trust: 
in  Bryan  we  burst",  and  “In  God  we  trust  for  the  other  47  cents"  This  last  slogan  pointed  out  the  fact  that  a  silver 
dollar  contained  53  cents  worth  of  silver  The  execution,  which  is  crude  and  cartoon-like,  was  probably  intentional 


The  lettering  on  this  Bryan  dime  is  well  executed  except  that  the  letter  “N"  is  backwards  in  all  cases  The  back¬ 
ward  “N"  is  often  seen  on  Bryan  money  and  was  usually  intentional  The  implication  was  that  Bryan  and  his  support¬ 
ers  were  ignorant  and  uneducated 

The  term  “UNLIMITED"  is  important  One  of  the  great  concerns  that  Bryan's  detractors  had  was  that  the  free 
coinage  of  silver  would  be  unlimited  and  massive  inflation  would  be  the  result  The  piece  is  holed  for  suspension, 
but  since  it  weighs  almost  two  ounces,  it  would  have  been  a  very  cumbersome  lapel  piece 

(Continued  on  page  9) 
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This  Bryan  dime  is  unusual  because  it  is  one  of  the  few  pieces  that  mentions  William  McKinley:  "Vote  for  a 
100  cent  dollar  and  McKinley”  It  is  cast  in  lead  and  has  a  diameter  of  50  mm  The  lettering  is  crude,  and  it  was 
probably  a  reflection  of  the  abilities  of  the  maker  The  piece  pictured  in  Schornstein's  book  (variety  #  317)  is  identi¬ 
cal  to  this  piece  except  that  it  shows  the  word  "VOTE"  as  "VOT'\  Perhaps  the  maker  corrected  this  error  and  then 
continued  to  cast  additional  examples  of  this  variety 


This  "dime"  features  a  creature  called  “POP",  which  is  short  for  populist  “POP"  has  the  head  of  a  Democratic 
donkey  mounted  on  the  body  of  a  goose  The  disdain  for  Bryan  and  his  supporters  is  well  documented  by  the 
slogan.  "United  Snakes  of  America"  and  “In  Bryan  we  trust”  The  reverse  sums  up  the  disgust  of  the  Republican 
opposition,  "Free  Silver  /  One  Dam  / 1896". 


This  piece,  which  was  issued  during  the  1900  presidential  campaign,  is  a  sequel  to  the  previous  medalet  Like 
its  predecessor,  it  is  made  of  die  struck  aluminum  In  1900  Bryan's  leading  issues  were  free  silver  and  opposition 
to  American  imperialism  and  the  Spanish-American  War  Since  the  war  had  already  been  fought  and  won,  Bryan 
made  little  headway  with  that  issue  The  obverse  features  an  old  woman  riding  a  donkey  with  an  umbrella  in  her 
hand  in  place  of  a  lance  A  banner,  which  reads  "anti-expansion",  flies  at  the  end  of  the  umbrella  "POP"  makes  a 
cameo  appearance,  running  in  step  with  the  donkey  beside  the  phrase,  "Anti-Everything"  The  reverse  addresses 
the  free  silver  issue  as  the  Republicans  had  in  1896 

A  Sampling  of  Comparative  Bryan  Money 

Schornstein  lists  23  varieties  of  comparative  Bryan  money,  but  nine  of  those  medalets  are  hand  engraved 
pieces  or  die  struck  varieties  that  were  modified  after  their  initial  distribution  All  of  these  hand  made  or  modified 
varieties  are  extremely  rare  and  generally  unobtainable  Among  collectable  varieties,  three  manufacturers  are  most 

(Continued  on  page  lO) 
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(Continued  from  page  9) 

often  seen:  Gorham  Mfg  Co  Silversmiths  (most  common),  Spaulding  &  Co  Goldsmiths  &  Silversmiths  (scarce  and 
Tiffany  &  Co  (very  scarce  to  rare). 
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Nearly  all  of  the  1896  comparative  Bryan  dollars  present  their  case  in  terms  of  what  the  size  of  a  “free  silver" 
dollar  should  be  This  die  struck  piece,  which  was  manufactured  by  Gorham,  states  that  a  government  dollar  con¬ 
tains  412  1/2  grains  of  900  fine  silver  In  order  to  equal  the  value  of  a  gold  dollar  on  September  16,  1896,  a  silver 
dollar  would  have  to  be  equal  in  weight  to  this  piece,  which  weighs  823  grains 

The  reverse  features  an  image  of  a  cartwheel  that  is  the  diameter  of  a  standard  silver  dollar  The  phrase  on  the 
cartwheel  again  states  the  weight  and  fineness  of  a  standard  silver  dollar  This  same  obverse  is  also  found  with  a 
blank  reverse 

The  engraved  “L  Staudenbaur”  and  the  art  deco  style  design  that  appears  below  it  were  engraved  into  the 
piece  AFTER  it  was  issued  It  is  not  known  if  “L  Staudenbaur"  was  a  former  owner,  a  business  advertisement  or  a 
Republican  coattail  candidate 

It  must  be  noted  that  all  of  these  silver  pieces  are  tarnished  and  have  their  original  surfaces  Among  numisma¬ 
tists  this  level  of  originality  is  very  important  Cleaning  or  any  other  removal  of  surface  tarnishing  can  result  in  signifi¬ 
cant  reductions  in  value 
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This  piece  attributed  to  Spaulding  &  Co  presents  the  same  message  as  the  previous  medalet  although  the 
configuration  of  the  wording  is  different  The  style  of  lettering  on  Spaulding  varieties  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to 
the  Gorham  pieces  For  that  reason  it  is  possible  that  the  same  artist  produced  the  dies  for  both  companies 


Me 


iqnt  ar 


The  tiffany  dollars  present  their  message  in  fewer  words,  a  different  weight  and  an  earlier  date  It  states  that 
776  1/3  grains  of  silver  were  equal  to  one  gold  dollar  in  July  1896  The  reverse  is  blank  The  hallmark,  "Tiffany  & 
Co  ",  appears  on  the  edge  in  tiny  letters  The  length  of  this  hallmark  is  important  Tiffany  restruck  these  pieces  with 


(Continued  on  page  12) 
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Upcoming 


Nebraska  Shows  and  Events 


NEBRASKA  CITY  COIN  CLUB 


47th  ANNUAL 


COIN  SHOW 


SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  13,  2011 
9:00  A.M.  To  4:00  P.M. 


Coins,  Currency,  Tokens,  Medals 


Eagles  Club  600  1stCorso - Downtown 

NEBRASKA  CITY,  NEBRASKA 


$1.00  Donation  for  Raffle  —  Need  Not  Be  Present  to  Win 
GRAND  PRIZE:  $100  Bill  and  Many  Other  Coins 
Drawing  to  be  held  at  4.00  P  M. 


BUY 


Free  Admission 


PUBLIC  INVITED 
SELL 

FOOD  ON  PREMISES 

ion  Free  Admission  Fre 
Not  Responsible  tor  Accidents  or  Theft 


Free  Admission 


TRADE 


For  Further  Information.  Contact 
8'  tables  are  S  30  00 
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(Continued  from  page  10) 

the  same  die  in  1908  for  a  New  fork  coin  dealer  The  1896  hallmark  is  7  1/2  mm  while  it  is  8  mm  on  the  1908 
version  The  1896  pieces  are  much  scarcer 

Tiffany  also  issued  a  variety  with  a  circle  on  the  reverse  that  has  the  same  diameter  as  the  Morgan  dollar 
Within  the  circle  is  a  reiteration  of  the  weight  and  fineness  (412  1/2  grains,  900/1000  fine)  of  a  "government  dol¬ 
lar"  That  variety  is  rare 


.Sir 

if 


f'Ai.'Srfe. 

r.-Cfcr-^t 

l?«f 


&&4K  zt 


This  comparative  Bryan  dollar  variety  is  from  the  1900  campaign  It  is  the  same  size  as  a  Morgan  dollar 
The  wording  states  that  this  piece  was  worth  48  cents  on  July  5,  1900  The  reverse  poses  the  question  as  to 
what  the  value  of  a  dollar  would  be  if  the  16  to  1  standard  were  adopted  Schornstein  rates  this  variety  as 
"common",  but  your  author  has  not  seen  these  pieces  offered  in  large  numbers  at  coin  or  political  items  shows 


•  -  •••  t’  Mi 

■  ■•fJ-'-SK 


This  rare  comparative  Bryan  dollar  from  the  1900  campaign  was  similar  to  the  1896  pieces  It  has  a  diame¬ 
ter  of  52  and  1/2  mm  and  sets  the  value  of  one  gold  dollar  on  July  4,  1900  at  870  grains  of  coin  silver  The  re¬ 
verse  features  a  cartwheel  which  illustrates  the  diameter  of  a  U  S  government  silver  dollar  and  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  true  value  of  the  standard  silver  dollar  The  legend  reads,  "412  1/2  grains  silver  900/1000  fine  is  equal 
to  47  cents  4  mills  in  gold  value  870  grains  silver  900/1000  fine  is  equal  to  100  cents  in  gold  value".  Schornstein 
lists  this  piece  as  variety  number  10,  and  the  estimated  population  of  this  rare  item  is  1 1  to  20  examples  known 


■  "  mJ.J 


:Sr-  ^ 

<N,*  J 


B 


A  frtB 


%  :  ici  JV  M  ■  ; 
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.•*>  — j-  v* 
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Satirical  Bryan  Dollar  -  *11-’ 


“Bullion  Value” 


This  piece,  which  Schornstein  lists  as  variety  852,  is  an  example  of  a  well  executed  satirical  Bryan  dollar  It 
is  made  of  lead,  weighs  74  grams  and  has  a  diameter  of  64  mm  The  term  “bullion  value"  makes  a  satirical 
comment  that  a  silver  dollar  needs  to  be  this  size  to  be  worth  a  dollar.  The  reverse  legend  questions  the  conten¬ 
tion  that  16  parts  of  silver  are  equal  in  value  to  one  part  of  gold  stating.  Sixteen  to  one,  we  don’t  think"  Schorn¬ 
stein  lists  this  piece  as  "common". 


(Continued  on  page  13) 
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(Continued  from  page  12) 


Bryan  Dime 
with  a  list  of 
consequences  if 
the  16  to  I  policy 
were  to  6c 
adopted 


This  satirical  “dime"  in  lead  features  a  litany  of  woes  that  would  befall  the  nation  if  the  sixteen  to  one  mone¬ 
tary  standard  were  to  become  law  The  list  includes  "bluster,  populism,  socialism,  anarchy,  free  silver.  50  cent 
dollar,  free  wool,  free  trade,  repudiation,  pauperism,  democracy,  bankruptcy,  agrarianism,  idleness,  starvation, 
lunacy".  Schornstein  lists  it  as  variety  number  343  It  is  46  mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  45  grams 


William  McKinley  congiettional 
election  campaign  stud  when  fie 
supported  bimetallism 


William  McKinley  may  have  wanted  to  forget  this  period  in  his  political  career  when  he  was  running  for  Con¬ 
gress  and  supported  bimetallism  While  in  Congress,  McKinley  pleased  the  western  mining  interests  by  voting  for 
both  the  Bland-Allison  Act  in  1878  and  the  Sherman  Silver  Purchase  in  1890  Along  with  the  term  "bimetallism” 
this  stud  is  half  toned  in  gold  and  silver  It  is  21  mm  in  diameter 


This  Bryan  Dollar  features  the  unflattering  Bryan  caricature  seen  on  a  celluloid  button  and  in  print, 
(See  below) 

This  large  satirical  piece  (81  mm)  is  made  of  cast  aluminum  and  weighs  40  grams,  which  is  light  compared  to 
other  items  of  this  size  It  depicts  the  caricature  of  Bryan,  and  the  slogan,  "In  God  we  trust  for  the  other  47  cents", 
which  also  appeared  a  classic  celluloid  button.  Schornstein  lists  it  as  902  Other  pieces  with  the  same  design  are 
known  in  zinc,  lead  and  low  grade  silver 


(Continued  on  page  15) 
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Lee  Legenhausen 

independent  collector  representative 
/C/?#  6595 


11929  Elm  SI  .  Suite  17D 
Omaha  NE  68144 


402-639-5235 
cyberlee3@cox  net 


"When  you  need  answers" 

Lee  Legenhausen 

Private  Detective 

11929  Elm  St.  #  17D 
Omaha,  NE  68144 

Ph  402-639-5235 
Fax  402-614-9801 
cyberlee3@cox  net 
www  midwestdetectives.com 


Gold  and  Silver*  Malm  C 


ommemora 


live  ( 


CJMIS 


Mitch  Lmsl 


P  O  Box  24559 
Omaha.  NC  68124 

402-397-2696  nuMilchmatisl@msn  com 
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(Continued  from  page  13) 


This  piece,  which  is  made  of  struck  aluminum,  is  holed  for  suspension  It  could  have  easily  been  worn  as  a 
shirt  or  lapel  piece  because  it  weighs  only  2  grams  It  contains  elements  of  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  design  and 
makes  the  same  point  that  a  Bryan  dollar  is  worth  53  cents  and  that  we  would  have  to  trust  God  for  the  other  47 
cents  The  date  on  the  obverse,  March  4.  1897,  would  have  been  Bryan's  presidential  inauguration  day,  and  the 
"NIT",  which  appears  to  right  of  the  date  stands  for  “Not  In  Trust'1  Schornstein  lists  this  rare  piece  as  variety  736 
and  it  is  30  mm  across 


This  rare  aluminum  piece  features  "POP",  the  goose  and  donkey  hybrid  "POP"  is  encircled  by  a  wreath  of 
snakes,  and  the  pejorative,  legend.  "United  Snakes  of  America",  which  refers  to  Bryan  and  his  supporters  The 
reverse  reads.  “Billy  Bryan's  Free  Silver",  and  the  modified  curse,  "One  Dam".  Schornstein  list  this  piece  as 
number  356  It  is  44  mm  in  diameter  and  weighs  just  8  grams 


Who  was  right  in  1896? 

Modern  economists  would  argue  that  neither  the  McKinley  Republicans  nor  the  Bryan  Democrats  had  it 
completely  right  in  1896  There  was  a  strong  case  for  increasing  the  money  supply  The  country  was  just 
emerging  from  an  economic  depression,  the  Panic  of  1893,  and  the  gold  standard  was  placing  unnecessary 
limits  on  the  ability  of  the  Federal  Government  to  increase  the  money  supply  by  issuing  more  greenbacks  Both 
of  these  factors  called  for  alternative  monetary  solutions  Unfortunately  Bryan's  free  silver  platform  put  no  limits 
on  the  amount  of  silver  coinage  or  silver  backed  currency  that  could  have  been  issued  Therefore,  just  as 
Bryan's  opponents  claimed,  massive  inflation  would  logically  have  been  the  result 

The  Republican  commitment  to  the  gold  standard  artificially  held  the  money  supply  at  an  inadequate  level 
Today  open  market  operations  by  the  Federal  Reserve  System  can  expand  or  contract  the  money  supply  as 
needed  Unfortunately  no  United  States  central  bank  existed  in  1896  Following  the  1896  election,  gold  discov¬ 
eries  in  South  Africa  and  Alaska  added  to  the  U  S.  gold  reserves  That  allowed  the  Federal  government  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  money  supply  That  expansion,  combined  with  a  natural  swing  in  the  business  cycle,  ended  the  de¬ 
pression  William  Jennings  Bryan  tried  to  run  on  the  issue  of  free  silver  again  in  1900,  but  the  issue  was  quickly 
becoming  passe  and  was  well  on  its  way  to  fading  into  history 


(Continued  on  page  16) 
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(Continued  from  page 

15) 


1896  Silver  Dollar  •  Source  of  many  Bryan  money  designs 


1896  double  eagle  or  $20  gold  piece  -  the  flagship  gold  coin  of  the  period 


C.otnfiiirnon  m  size  of  o  bryan  iotmcal  dollar  wfth  a  si/vcr  dollar 


Various  pins,  buttons  and  other  items 


No  Cross 
No  Crown 


/  *  - 

arV  ’’ 
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(Continued  on  page  17) 
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the  official  magazine  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 


About  the  author 

Bill  Jones  has  been  a  coin  collector  for  over  50  years  and  an  avid  collector  of  political  items,  in¬ 
cluding  19th  century  presidential  campaign  medalets,  for  over  20  years.  He  recently  retired  as  a 
coin  dealer  after  12  years  in  the  profession.  Collecting  interests  include  U  S.  type  coins,  early  U. 
S.  half  dimes,  Civil  War  tokens,  Early  American  medals  and  Hard  Times  tokens.  Prior  to  his  nu¬ 
mismatic  career  Bill  worked  as  an  accountant  and  financial  analyst  for  two  Fortune  500  compa¬ 
nies  and  wrote  speeches  for  the  CFO  and  CEO  of  a  major  life  insurance  company.  He  holds  a 
degree  in  accounting  from  the  University  of  Delaware  and  an  MBA  from  Rutgers  University  Bill 
has  written  numerous  articles  for  several  numismatic  publications  including  The  Numismatist, 
The  Civil  War  Token  Journal  and  Penny  Wise.  He  also  wrote  more  than  100  scripts  for  the 
Money  Talks  radio  spots  that  the  ANA  sponsored  in  the  1990s.  He  lives  with  his  wife,  Carol,  in 
Florida. 


That  was  just  one  of  many  fascinating  stories  that  could  be  told  about  coins,  currency  and 
collectors  in  connection  with  the  State  of  Nebraska.  Do  you  have  a  story  that  you  would 

like  to  tell?  We  would  like  to  hear  it. 

Send  your  submissions  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal 
P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
email:  NNAJournal@msn.com 
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Ed  Bishop’s 

Monthly  Show  in  Omaha 


Meeting  on  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  of  each  month  (See 
201 1  schedule  on  page 


19),  the  Monthly  Show  has 
been  going  strong  for  37 
years  and  continues  to  draw 
the  interest  of  collectors  and 
dealers. 


I 
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SPECIALTY 

QUENI  HANSEN 

402-895-9186 

FLYING  EAGLE 

AND 

Omaha,  NE 

INDIAN  CENTS 

i 

*CSNS^ 

The  Monthly  Collector’s  Show 
2011  Our  37th  Year 
Coins  and  Currency 

Howard  Johnson’s  1-80  &  72nd  St.  Omaha,  NE 

Jan.  16  •  Feb.  20  •  March  20  •  April  10  • 
May  15  •  June  19  •  July  17  •  Aug.  21 
Sept.  18  •  Oct.  16  •  Nov.  20  •  Dec.  18 

»>FREE  APMISSION<<< 

CONTACT 

Ed  Bishop 
2016  E.  19th 
Fremont,  NE  68025 
1-402-721-7364  or  720-3355 
edabish@msn.com 
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Fremont  Coin  Club’s 

Cookies  and  Cans  night  December  18th 


At  Fremont  Coin  Club’s  December  18th  meeting  members  were  asked 
to  bring  cookies  and  canned  goods.  The  canned  goods  were  collected 
to  be  given  to  the  community  food  bank,  while  the  cookies  were  a  holi¬ 
day  treat  for  members  of  a  club  that  is  an  example  of  how  to  give  back 
to  it’s  community.  An  auction  followed  the  refreshments  and  as  the 

saying  goes...  "a  good  time 
was  had  by  all.  " 
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Coins  •  Buy  •  Sell  •  Appraisals 

The  Coin  Corner 

Grand  Island  Mall  •  Grand  Island,  NE  68803 
Telephone  308-382-4418 
A  Full-Time  Coin  Shop 
e-mail:  coincomengcharter.net 

Coins  •  Collections  •  Gold  &  Silver .  Bullion  •  Diamond  •  Jewelry  • 

Class  Rings  •  Paper  Money  •  Supplies  &  More. 

Ken  Graham 

NETax#  01-3973646  Coin  Net  NE-01 

We  Need  To  Buy  Your  Key  Date  Coins! 
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J&J  Coins  &  Collectibles 

John  Jackson 

Buying:  Corns  -  Currency  -  Postcards 
Stamps  -  Antiques  -  Estates  -  Etc. 

Phone:  7 1  2-274-9 195  90 1  S.  Cecelia 

T oll-Free:  800-397-9053  Sioux  City.  Iowa  51106 


Buy  Sell  I  radc  &  Appraise  US  &  World  Coins 
Tokens  &  Currency 


WILLIAM  ARNOLD 
RARE  COINS 


P( )  Box  20233 
Cheyenne  WY  82003 
Ph;  307-630-2350 
m  fa  1 972:a  aol.com 
Billscoiticaxe.com 


Member  of 
ANA  .KC'NA.  NNA 
C  WNA  Nl  rcc 
N I CA  RTCS 
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STORE  HOURS; 


Sampter's  clothing  is  where  all 
good  coin  collectors  shop  for 
their  apparel  From  casual  to 
dress,  we  have  the  fit  that’s  right 
for  you.  A  leader  in  men’s 
fashion  since  1925. 

We  now  also  cany  a  complete  lino  of  ladies 
sportswear,  stop  in  and  experience  the 
Sampter  difference' 


517  N  Main  St.  Fremont,  NE  68025  Sal.  9  AM  to  5  PM  •  Sun.  Noon  to  4  PM 

402-727-1531  888-837-0142  Monday  -  Friday  9  AM  to  5:30  PM 

www  sampters.com  Thursday  Nights  until  7  PM 


OMAHA  POSTCARD 
PAPER  SHOW 

Featuring  Dealers  in  Postcards,  Sheet  Music, 

Trade  Cards,  Books,  Magazines,  Maps, 
and  other  Paper  Memorabilia. 

SAT  I  RDAY,  March  26,2011 

9  a. m  to  5  p  in 

Westside  Community  Conference  Center 

3534  S  108"’ St. 

Omaha,  Nebraska 

(from  West  1-80  E  xit  446,  E.  to  108"’  &  1 
N  to  Grover  light) 

(from  Fast  1-80  Exit  446.  E.  to  1 08th  &  Center 
S.  to  Grover  light) 

FREE  ADMISSION 
For  further  information  call,  write,  or  email 
David  Edwards 
PO  Box  3402 
Omaha.  NE  68103-0402 
402-98 1-2640  or  402-292-2646 
Paperetc  ri'aol.com 
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Omaha  Coin  Club 

Winter  Dinner  December  17th,  2010 


35  member’s  and  guests  attended 
Omaha  Coin  Club’s  an¬ 
nual  pot-luck  style 
Winter  Dinner  on  De¬ 
cember  17th,  2010.  It 
was  the  club's  872nd 
meeting. 


Does  your  club  have  a  recognition,  award  or  event  it  would  like  to  have  published?  Send 
a  report  and  pictures  to  Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor  NNA  Journal  P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124  or  email :  NNA_Journal@msn.com 
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Weiss 

NUMISMATICS 

<  ^OLLECTAIIEE 

Sales 

jAncicni,  Ifledieva 

4  ^foreign 

POST  OFFICE  BOX  100-176 

PIIOINE/FAX 

las  vecas,  ny  »o  i  io 

<702>  202-1300 

Waller  R.  Krut/ 

J$ik 

K  rut/7739 

1-402-721-9084 

The  Old  Man  Coin  Shop 

lkiv  -  Sell  -  Trade 

A  Dealer  in  Quality  Coins 
At  a  Reasonable  Price 

bhrut/68025  a  pcoplcpc.com 

#ii|-o/w.  not  i nd*tw*>Jir(4 

coittcionofiBiy 
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Coin  Cave 

Buying  &  Selling 
Coin,  Currency,  Tokens 


*  Honest 

*  Advising 

*  Pricing 

*  Appraising 


Barry  Nowak 

Lincoln,  NE 
Bus:  (402)261-4938 
Home:  (402)  483-4499 
Cell:  (402)  525-5135 


TEL:  732-727-5248 


FAX:  732-727-5742 


Buying,  Selling  &  Appraisals 


PAPER  MONEY 


NATIONALS:  Large  Size  &  Small  Size  Type;  Obsolete  &  Stars' 

Nebraska  Banknotes 


TOM  SURINA.  LLC 
P  O.  Box  5562 
Old  Bridge.  NJ  08857 


ED  BRIGANTE 


www.triadcurrency.com 


Buy  ~  Sell  ~ 

Trade  —  Appraisals 

RON  MATSON 

Coins,  Currency, 

ir 

Silver,  Gold, 

Tokens,  Supplies, 

Antiques 

Just  one  word  about  cleaning  coins  -  "PONT" 

PO  Box  460953 

402-895-7715 

Papillion,  NE  68046-0952 

Qualitycoins@aol.com 

2  (TO 
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52nd  Annual 

sponsored  by 

G!  Coin  Club 

BUY  -  SELL- TRADE 

3333  RAMAD  ROAD 
HOWARD  JOHNSON  RIVERSIDE  INN 
GRAND  ISLAND,  NE 

January  22nd  &  23rd 

9  a.m.-5  p.m.  Saturday  and  Sunday 

FREE  ADMISSION 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT 
MAX  MADER  308-381-2311  OR  308-380-4399 
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Nebraska  Numismatic  Events 
2011  State  Coin  Show  Calendar 


2011  Omaha  Monthly  Collectors  Show  - 

Jan.  16,  Feb.  20,  March  20,  April  10, 

May  15,  June  19,  July  17,  Aug.  21,  Sept.  18, 
Oct.  16,  Nov.  20,  Dec.  18 

Grand  Island  -  January  22  &  23,  2011 
(see  flier  pg.  27) 

Nebraska  City  -  February  13,  2011 
(see  flier  pg.  11) 

Lincoln  Coin  Club  -  March  12&13,  2011 
(see  flier  pg.  2) 

Fremont  Coin  Club  -  May  22,  2011 
(see  flier  pg.  30) 

Lincoln  Numismatic  Society  -  No  Date  Set 
Wyo-braska  Show  /  Gering  -  Sept.  24,  2011 
National  Token  Show  /  Omaha  -  No  Date  Set 
Omaha  Coin  Club  /  NNA  Show  *  -  No  Date  Set 
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•  The  2011  NNA  Show  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Omaha  coin  Club  Show  and  will  be  held  in  the 
Fall.  More  information  will  be  forthcoming  as  we  ap¬ 
proach  the  show  date. 

If  you  would  like  information  on  table  availability  and  cost, 
please  contact  the  show  Chairman, 

Ron  Matson 

P.O.  Box  460953 

Papillion,  NE  68046 

402-895-7715 

email:  Qualitycoins@aol.com 


If  you  are  a  Nebraska  Club  and  have  a  Coin  Show  or  Numismatic 
event  planned,  send  a  flyer  3-6  months  in  advance  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  journal 
P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
Email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 

For  inclusion  in  the  Journal  in  time  for  your  show.  Thank  you! 


CENTRAL  STATES 


mm  «  *—«««%  **19  Mif 


..  invites  you  io  join  their  2,300  memhers  and  to  suppcn  the 
mid-west  s  respected  regional  numismatic  organization 
Founded  in  1939,  CSNS  has  been  serving  numismatics  and 
promoting  the  education  of  collectors  for  70  years! 


For  membership  questions, 
contact  Secretary  Jerry  Lebo, 
P.O.  Box  841 
Logansport,  IN  46947 
email:  jclebo@verizon.net 


For  questions  about  The  Centinel, 
contact  Gerald  Tebben,  Editor 
P.O.  Box  82125 
Columbus,  OH  43202 
email:  gtebben@columbus.rr.com 
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52nd  Annual 

COIN  SHOW 


SPONSORED  BY 

Fremont  Coin  Club 

FREMONT.  NEBRASKA  63025 

ORO^N  I7FD  J  ANIJ  2  4  (»69 

SUNDAY,  May  22nd,  2011 

9:00  AM  TO  4:00  PM 
AT 


FREMONT  CITY  AUDITORIUM 


9th  &  HUT  77 


Fremont.  Nebraska 


BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE 

COINS  - TOKENS  -  CARDS 
CURRENCY  -  EXHIBITS 


FREE  ADMISSION 

OPEN  TO  THE  PUBLIC 


hkntofl  and  t>>avkhi(, 
TVju^->  Nj»r»ivn*»cj 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  CONTACT 
Bob  Missel,  517  N  Main  St ,  Fremont  NE  68025 
402-727-1531 
or  visit 

www  nebraskacoin  com 

The  Fremont  Coin  Club,  Inc  is  not  responsible  for  accidents  or  theft 


Oar  52od 
Ajinu.il  Show 
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Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 

Club  Directory  -  Meeting  times  and  locations 

Fremont  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical  Free  Church 
Social  Hall,  20th  &  Lincoln  Streets,  7:30  pm. 

Grand  Island  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  No  longer  meeting 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  Hampton  Inn,  Old  Cheney  Road 
and  Hwy.  2,  7:30  pm. 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Numismatic  Society,  1st  Thursday,  Hampton  Inn, 

Old  Cheney  road  and  Hwy  2,  7:30  pm. 

Nebraska  City  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  4th  Tuesday, 

@  the  Burger  King  S  77  Hu/y,  7:00  pm 

North  Platte  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  No  current  information  on  club’s 
existence  or  meeting  location  is  available 

Omaha  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Douglas/Sarpy  County  Extension 
Office,  8015  West  Center  Road.  7:30  pm.  VN’s  7:00  pm. 

Omaha  -  SAC/Midu/est  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant, 

84th  &  1-80,  7:00  pm. 

South  Sioux  City  -  Siouxland  Coin  Club,  write  for  information, 

901  S.  Cecelia,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  51106 

Seu/ard  -  Nebraska  tokens  Collectors  Club,  2nd  Sunday, 

Cattle  National  Bank,  2:00  pm. 

Wahoo  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical  Mu¬ 
seum,  240  N.  Walnut,  8:00  pm. 


->Not  responsible  for  invalid  information  <- 

If  you  have  corrections  or  addtions  please  submit  them  in  writing  to: 
Mitch  Ernst  /  NNA  Journal  editor  •  P.O.  Box  24913  •  Omaha,  NE  68124 
email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 
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NNA  Member  News 


Roger  K.  Fabian 


Roger  Pabian,  75,  of  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  died  December  12,  2010. 

Roger  was  a  Charter  member  of  the 
Lincoln  Coin  Club  and  Lincoln 
Numismatic  Association.  Member: 
NNA,  CSNS,  ANA,  ANS. 


Retired  from  the  University  of  Nebraska  after  35  years 
as  a  Professor  of  Geology,  Pabian  was  an  avid  collector 
of  Islamic,  Roman,  Persian  and  Italian  coins.  He  was 
President  of  the  Lincoln  Coin  Club  for  many  years  and 
always  contributed  exhibits  for  shows,  articles  for  the 
newsletters  and  was  a  master  of  organization  with  a  dry 
and  wicked  sense  of  humor. 


He  said  the  best  thing  he  ever  did  was  sell  his  coin 
collection  to  pay  for  his  education.  It  resulted  in  an 
extremely  satisfying  and  exciting  career  and  the  ability  to 
build  his  collection  bigger  and  better  than  before. 

Roger  was  also  a  world-renowned  expert  on  agates  and 
published  several  books  and  many  academic  papers  on 
geology  and  paleontology. 

He  is  survived  by  a  brother  and  many  friends. 


32 


ANACS  attributes  all 
CHERRYPICKER’S  GUIDE  Varieties 


THE  COLLECTOR'S  CHOICE™ 


(Mt  eve  dvn  t  sfofz  t6eie. . 


•  3200+  VAM  Varieties  •  Breen 

•  CONECA  •  Overton 

•  Sheldon  •  And  Dozens  more. 


ANACS-America’s  Oldest  Coin  Grading  Service.  Established  1972. 


ANA(  S 

AM(  me  A  5  Ot.DC  ST  &AAOINO  JCRVICC- 


Quent  Hansen 

Regional  Representative 
Great  Plains  Region 

Phone  800-888-1861 
Fax  303-339-3450 

customerservice@anacs  com 


www.anacs  com 


PO  Box  6000 
Englewood.  Colorado  80155 
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